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National Director John

Ashton answers your

questions on bidding,
play or directing.

Q: I was directing a 299er game of
exceptionally pleasant, congenial play-
ers. West opened one diamond. North
passed. East bid two diamonds. South
passed. At approximately the same time,
West said “Alert” and East blurted out
“Three diamonds.”

Because South had passed, did not
want to change his bid, and did not want
an explanation, | ruled it a bid out of turn
and barred West from any further bid-
ding. The players were all laughing hap-
pily and quite satis ed with the ruling.

| later discussed this with a group of di-
rectors, including the guilty party who is
also a director, and the consensus was, |
should have ruled it a changed bid. What
is the correct ruling? —Curious George.
A: Dear Dead Cat,

Law 25B allows a “delayed or purposeful
correction” until LHO calls. Lucky for us,
South passed. That law, which, I'm told, is
disappearing in the changes that take effect
in early September, is the most dif cult to
explain and to enforce in the entire book. In
an extremely generous mood, you could, |
suppose, treat @ as unauthorized informa-
tion and instruct the opponents to recall you
if any of West's subsequent actions were
in uenced, in their view, by the extraneous
“remark.” My reaction would be to treat§
as a bid out of turn at partner’s turn to call.
South could accept it. If he refused to do so,
West would be barred from the auction, the
ruling that you apparently made.

ghifghifghi

Q: How do you feel about having to
announce all opening INT ranges even
though the great majority of players play
15-17? Many players don't bother. Is
there some penalty attached to failing to
announce? —Hush up.

A: Dear Sweet Charlotte,

The ACBL policymakers did not consult me
when they dictated the announcement of the
range for an opening INT. I'm thankful that
there is no automatic penalty for not doing
S0, because, as an aging human being, | ofte
forget the requirement myself. If the opposing
side can demonstrate damage from the failur
to have the announcement made, a score
adjustment could be in order. As an aside, at
the recently completed Las Vegas NABC, a
player told me in no uncertain terms that the
requirement was not in effect in San Diego.
A later chat with the ACBL directors from
Chargerland con rmed my belief that he was
incorrect.

ghifghifghi

Q: My partner and | play that after a
double of partner’s opening suit bid,
only a redouble by responder shows 10
or more points. Any suit bid over the
double, at the one- or two-level, there-
fore is limited and non-forcing. Recently
we were told we should alert this, even
though the convention card has black,
not red, preference boxes for checking.
We’d appreciate your answer, and if no
alert is required should we still make a
“courtesy alert” in future?

—Old-fashioned.
A: Dear Bourbon and Sweet Vermouth,

In my humble opinion, your agreement
does not require an alert. By failing to check
either box (both black) on the convention
card—Over Opp’s T/O Double, New Suit
Forcing—you have appropriately disclosed
your partnership agreement to the opponentg
Please remember my usual alert disclaimer,
the result of a career of being blindsided by
the chosen ones in Memphis.

ghifghifghi

Send your questions to Ask John via the
editor at skroning@seasurf.com.

2 Vot

SEPTEMBER 2008
5-7 Eureka Sectional

11-14 Rogue Valley Sectional
12-14 Portland Barometer Sectional
h29-0CT. 5 OREGON COAST REGIONAL
OCTOBER 2008
9-12 Carson/Tahoe Fall Sectional
10-12 Yreka Silvermine Sectional
17-19 Gold Country Sectional
23-26 Central Oregon Coast Sectional
NOVEMBER 2008
1-2 Vancouver NLM Sectional
DECEMBER 2008
hDEC. 26-31 MIDWINTER HOLIDAY REGIONAL
JANUARY 2009
16-18 Salem Winter Sectional
23-25 Portland Winter Sectional
FEBRUARY 2009
h 16-22 OREGON TRAIL REGIONAL
27-Mar. 1 Chico Sectional
MARCH 2009
20-22 Ontario Sectional
27-29 Heart of the Valley Sectional
APRIL 2009
3-5 Redding Sectional
4-5 Vancouver NLM Sectional
17-19 Seaside Sectional
23-26 Jackson County Spring Sectional
25-26 Vancouver Senior Sectional
MAY 2009
15-17 Klamath Falls Sectional
22-24 Portland Spring Sectional
JUNE 2009
5-7 Eugene Sectional
18-21 Grants Pass Liberty Sectional
JULY 2009
10-12 Salem Summer Sectional
17-19 Cherries Jubilee Sectional
AUGUST 2009
h 3-9 EMERALD EMPIRE REGIONAL

District 17: Full details at www.Districtl7news.com

Sept. 18-21  Tucson Fall Sectional
Sept. 22-28 Las Vegas Glitter Gulch Sectional
Oct. 3-5 Phoenix Horn O’Plenty Sectional
Oct. 6-12 PIKES PEAK REGIONAL
Oct. 24-26 Laughlin Sectional
Oct. 30-Nov. 2 Mesa Kachina Sectional
Nov. 10-16 TUSCON REGIONAL

District 18: Full details at www.wasumi.org

Sept. 12-14 Fall Spring Fling Sectional

Sept. 13-14 Butte 299er Sectional

Sept. 22-28 BRIDGE ON THE RIVER SNAKE REGIONAL
Oct. 3-5 Billings Sectional

Oct. 8-10 World Senior Games Sectional

Oct. 8-10 Boise Sectional

Oct. 23-26 Fall Sectional

District 19: Full details at www.d19.0rg

Sept. 5-7 Evergreen Sectional
Sept. 13-14 Kenmore 0-300 Sectional
Sept. 19-21 Walla Walla Sectional
Sept. 19-21  Victoria Sectional

District 21: Full details at www.d21acbl.com

Sept. 12-14 Sacramento Sectional
Sept. 19-21 Santa Clara Valley Sectional
Oct. 4-5 Santa Rosa Sectional
Oct. 11-12 Santa Cruse Sectional
Oct. 30-Nov. 2 Fresno Fall Sectional

Bridge-A-Plenty In D20!

Full schedules can be found at the District 20 Web site www.acblD20.0rg, and contact names and phone
numbers are published monthly in the ACBL Bridge Bulletin Tournament Directory.

Humboldt Grange, Eureka CA

Masonic Lodge, Medford OR

Kliever Armory, Portland OR

SEASIDE CONVENTION CENTER, SEASIDE OR

Plaza Hotel, Carson City NV

Best Western Miners Inn, Yreka CA
Elks Lodge, Nevada City CA

Shilo Inn, Newport OR

Vancouver Bridge Club, Vancouver WA
GRAND SIERRA RESORT, RENO NV

Keizer/Salem Senior Center, Keizer OR
Kliever Armory, Portland OR

VANCOUVER HILTON, VANCOUVER WA
Eagles Aerie Lodge, Chico CA

Elks Lodge, Ontario OR
Albany Senior Center, Albany OR

Anderson City Hall, Anderson CA

Vancouver Bridge Club, Vancouver WA
Seaside Convention Center, Seaside OR
Scottish Rite Hall, Ashland/Masonic Lodge, Medford OR
Vancouver Bridge Club, Vancouver WA

Scottish Rite Temple, Klamath Falls OR
Kliever Armory, Portland OR

Moose Lodge, Spring eld (Eugene) OR
Josephine County Fairgrounds, Grants Pass OR

Keizer/Salem Senior Center, Keizer OR
Best Western Hood River Inn, Hood River OR

VALLEY RIVER INN, EUGENE OR

Holiday Inn Palo Verde, Tucson AZ

Riviera Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas NV
Double Tree Resort Scottsdale, Scottsdale AZ
Crowne Plaza, Colorado Springs CO

River Palms Hotel, Laughlin NV

Rendevous Center, Mesa AZ

Holiday Inn Palo Verde, Tucson AZ

Tenth Street East Senior Ctr., Salt Lake City UT
Hawthorne School, Butte MT

Shilo Inn, Idaho Falls ID

Elks Club, Billings MT

St. George UT

Boise ID

Big Sky Bridge Club, Great Falls MT

Queensborough Comm. Centre, New Westminster BC
Aqua Club, Kenmore WA

First Congregational Church, Walla Walla WA
Esquimalt Recreation Centre, Victoria BC

Sacramento CA

Campbell Middle School, Campbell CA
Odd Fellows Hall, Santa Rosa CA
Harbor High School, Santa Cruse CA
Fresco CA

NORTH AMERICAN BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS




